Print ISSN: 2008-9430 University of Tehran

online ISSN: 2588-4956 Quranlc ResearChes

Faculty of Theology

http://homepage:jgst@ut.ac.ir and Tradlt|0n and Islamic Studies

Critical Analysis of Oral and Written Distinction in “List Analysis” Idea

Fatemeh Vanaki!'"'| Fathiyeh Fattahizadeh?™""'| Mohammad Kazem
Rahmansetayesh3'!

1. PhD, Department Quranic Studies and Hadith, Faculty of Theology, Alzahra University, Tehran,
Iran. Email: f vanaki@alzahra.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author, Professor, Department Quranic Studies and Hadith, Faculty of Theology,
Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran. Email: { fattahizadeh@alzahra.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, University of Qom, Qom, Iran. Email: mk.setayesh@gqom.ac.ir

Abstract

“List analysis” apparently differs from the oral and written distinction and rejection of the
oral tradition from the Shiite culture. Given the difference in learning from the newly
written and their republication, this study presents a reading aligned with current
understanding and classifies the fundamentals of this theory into two categories: 1) the
immunity of the written text, and 2) effects of the process of learning hadiths under two
sub-categories of number of narrators and the time lapse since the issuance of the nass. The
outcome of the critical analysis of these fundamentals and the ensuing reasoning is, first,
the immunity of the written text compared to the oral narration, and, secondly, lack of effect
of number of narratives on the process of oral and written narration. For, despite the
assumptions of this approach, first, the multiplicity of narrators provides more
opportunities for obtaining hadith texts, and, secondly, it is not possible to claim the
possibility of oral transmission in an earlier period and rule it out in a later period.
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