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Abstract

The concepts of reform and corruption are ethical values that individuals' judgment on them
will differ based on theoretical foundations and different perspectives. From one
perspective, "divine governance" based on the satisfaction of the people is a criterion for
individual and social reform, while in another perspective, the satisfaction of the majority
of people is the criterion, even if it is not consistent with God's satisfaction. Therefore, it is
necessary to discuss the criteria of reform according to the religious texts and pure reason.
This research aims to explore the question, "In case of acknowledging the Prophets' duty
to reform the society in terms of their declared goals, which criteria lead to the realization
of their reforms?" According to the Quran and reason, the following criteria may be
inferred: scientific, intellectual, ethical, and spiritual growth, freedom, divine governance,
commitment to justice law, and the expansion of rights and justice in the personal and social
sphere, which ultimately lead to the welfare, prosperity, dignity, security, happiness of
society, and pure life. To judge them that to some extent they could reach these goals, their
reformative actions in the societies must be evaluated. Fulfilling these criteria during the
lifetime of each prophet is considered an indicator of his success, and the absence of them
and the unstable situation of a prophet's society could not be considered as the criteria for
later times during other prophets.
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