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Abstract

Verses 25-26 of Surat al-Fajr have long been discussed with regard to the semantic relationship
between ‘adhab (punishment) and wathaq (bondage/restraint), as well as their connection with
the concept of life expressed by li-hayati within the context of the verses. Employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, this study revisits these verses through historical etymology, morphological
analysis, examination of Qur'anic readings (qira’at), and contextual interpretation. The findings
indicate that the root ‘-dh-b (‘ayn-dhal-ba’) was associated in the earlier layers of the Arabic
language with meanings such as purification, clarification, and removal of impurities. On this
basis, ta‘dhib should not be understood merely as punishment but can also be interpreted as a
process of removing spiritual impurities and purifying the self. Likewise, the verb yiithiqu ( 3is),

which occurs only once in the Qur'an, can, in light of the semantic potential of the ifal form (bab
al-if‘al) and contextual evidence, be interpreted as denoting the removal of wathag, that is, the
release of bonds that constrain the human soul. Accordingly, ta‘dhib and thaq may be regarded
as two complementary stages of a single process of existential transformation: purification from
impurities and liberation from constraints. The novelty of this study lies in explaining the semantic
coherence between these two verbs on the basis of the pattern of “removal and elimination” (salb
wa-izala) and in offering a semantic-existential reading of the concluding verses of Suirat al-Fajr,
whereby ‘adhab acquires its meaning in relation to the human return to authentic life.
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