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Abstract

The question of the impurity (najasah) or purity (taharah) of wine (khamr) constitutes a disputed
issue in Islamic jurisprudence, with significant practical implications for acts of worship. Despite
the predominance of the view affirming the impurity of khamr among Imamf jurists, the extent to
which Qur’anic verses and narrations substantiate this ruling remains subject to debate. This study
adopts a descriptive—analytical method and a figh al-hadith approach to reexamine the relevant
Qur’anic verses and narrations, assessing them in terms of both sanad (chain of transmitters) and
meaning reliability. The Qur’anic analysis reveals that the term “rijs” is used in multiple senses
within the Qur’an, and its application to technical impurity in the verse concerning khamr cannot
be definitively established without clear contextual evidence—particularly given its association
with matters not considered impure by jurists. On the level of narrations, the study finds that many
of the reports cited in support of the impurity of khamr suffer from weakness (da’f) or
contradiction (idtirab) in their chains of transmission, or, in terms of meaning, indicate only the
impediment of prayer rather than intrinsic impurity. Conversely, numerous narrations with sound
or reliable chains explicitly or strongly indicate the purity of khamr and its permission to the
validity of prayer. The overall findings suggest that, from the standpoint of transmitted evidences
and the principles of figh al-hadith, establishing the impurity of khamr faces serious challenges,
while the view affirming its purity appears to possess stronger support within a textual-analytical
framework.
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