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Abstract

This study seeks to identify the intellectual foundations and methodological orientation of
the rationalist current of fourth-century Baghdad through an analysis of one of the few
Shi‘i—Mu ‘tazilite works, namely Ghurar al-Fawa’id wa Durar al-Qala’id by al-Sharif al-
Murtada. In this work, adopting an approach aimed at resolving misconceptions, the author
engages with theological verses and their interpretation (ta’wil), striving to harmonize
Qur’anic verses and transmitted reports (riwayat) with Shi‘i—Mu ‘tazilite rational principles.
Using a descriptive—analytical method, the present research examines the theologically
challenging verses addressed in al-Amali, offering a systematic classification of the
theological challenges they present, as well as an analysis of al-Murtada’s interpretive
strategies. The findings indicate that these theological verses fall into four main categories:
determinism (jabr) at 41.1%, anthropomorphic attributes (sifat khabariyyah) at 26.4%,
morally problematic divine acts (af'al qabihah) at 20.5%, and infallibility (‘ismah) at
11.7%. Al-Sharif al-Murtada presents 93 interpretive responses to address the
misconceptions raised by 31 theological verses in al-Amali, employing 17 distinct literary
devices in his theological interpretations. The most prominent of these include: “figurative
interpretation”, “restriction of lexical signification”, “modification of the verb’s referent”,
“rational justification”, and “lexical polysemy”. Among the various categories of
theological challenges, the most frequently employed interpretive device is “figurative
interpretation”, which appears in 25.5% of the responses related to the challenge of
determinism, 42.8% in anthropomorphic attributes, 37.9% in morally problematic acts, and
27.7% in infallibility.
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