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Abstract

Verse 72 of Siirat al-Ahzab, widely known as the Verse of the Trust (Ayat al-Amanah), is among
the most challenging verses in Qur’anic studies. According to the outward (zahir) of the verse,
God offered the Trust (amanah) to the heavens, the earth, and the mountains, but they refused to
bear it, whereas the human being, described as zaliim and jahtil, undertook it. Most exegetes,
presuming the commonly understood meanings of zaltim as “oppressive” and jahtil as “ignorant,”
have interpreted the verse by attempting to resolve the apparent tension between its opening and
concluding parts. The central difficulty lies in reconciling the divine Trust with the
characterization of the human being as zalim and ignorant. Some exegetes have addressed this
issue by restricting the generality of the term “human being”, interpreting the verse as referring
only to those individuals who, due to zulm and jahl, betrayed the Trust. Others have viewed the
attributes of zalim and jahiil as latent human capacities that make the bearing of the Trust
possible. Additional interpretations have also been proposed; however, from the perspective of
this study, none successfully resolves the core problem of the verse. This article argues that neither
the referents of the Trust nor the notion of human ignorance constitutes the primary difficulty.
Rather, the central issue lies in the meaning of the term zaltim. Through an analysis of its semantic
range in Arabic lexicon and literature, as well as consideration of the thematic objectives of Siirat
al-Ahzab and broader Qur’anic teachings, it becomes evident that describing the human being as
zaltim does not denote an intrinsic or essential zulm, nor injustice toward oneself or others. Rather,
it signifies the capacity to endure hardship and suffering. Accordingly, the term “affliction-
bearing” or “suffering-enduring” is proposed as a more appropriate equivalent for zalim.
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