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Abstract

Taqityyah, as one of the foundational doctrines in Shi‘i thought, has long attracted scholarly
attention in theological, legal-theoretical, and juristic domains. However, its examination within
a historical framework and in relation to the political, cultural, and social conditions of the time
of Imam al-Sadiq (as) has received comparatively limited systematic analysis. The unprecedented
expansion of the intellectual sphere during his lifetime, alongside his decisive role in establishing
and articulating the principles of the Shi‘i school, renders the question of the scope and extent of
taglyyah in his interactions with contemporary scholars particularly significant. This study
addresses the question of the extent to which Imam al-Sadiq (as) was compelled to practice
taqiyyah in engagements with the intellectual elite of his time. Employing a descriptive—analytical
method and drawing on library-based sources, the study advances the hypothesis that the
application of taqtyyah was less a function of epistemic necessity and more a product of external
considerations, particularly socio-political factors associated with the ruling caliphs and the
broader societal context. The findings suggest that, in light of factors such as the fluidity of
intellectual currents, the incomplete formation of juristic and theological schools, the superior
scholarly standing of Imam al-Sadiq (as) relative to his contemporaries, and the distinction
between the mass and the scholarly class, the Imam had limited need to resort to taqiyyah in
scholarly contexts. Overall, the dynamic intellectual climate of the period enabled him to
articulate and consolidate key Shi i teachings with minimal reliance on taqiyyah in his interactions
with fellow scholars.
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