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Abstract

In order to demonstrate the divine origin of the Qur’an, God invites its addressees to a form of
challenge (tahaddi) in numerous verses. In most of these verses, the challenge is directed toward
human beings; however, in verse 88 of Surat al-Isra’: qul la’in ijtama‘at al-ins wa al-jinn...), the
jinn are explicitly included alongside humans. Given the ontological differences between these
two beings and the relative unfamiliarity of the jinn to human audiences, the inclusion of the jinn
in this challenge calls for deeper analysis. Despite its significance, this issue has received only
limited and scattered attention in Qur’anic studies. Adopting an analytical—critical approach and
drawing upon intra-textual Qur’anic data as well as exegetical perspectives, the present study
seeks to clarify the rationale behind addressing the jinn in this verse. The findings indicate that the
inclusion of the jinn reflects a multidimensional and purposeful strategy that can be analyzed on
three levels: first, theological-exegetical considerations, including the moral responsibility (taklif)
and free will (ikhtiyar) of the jinn, their capacity for extraordinary acts, and the coherence of this
verse with other Qur’anic passages; second, the cultural context of the revelation, particularly the
beliefs of Arab polytheists regarding the role of jinn in inspiring poets and their attribution of the
Qur’an to jinn-inspired utterances; and third, rhetorical considerations, including attention to
dimensions of inimitability beyond the purely linguistic, such as the unseen (i‘jaz ghaybi) and the
transformative impact (i'jaz ta’thir1).
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