Print ISSN: 2008-9430 .
online ISSN: 2588-4956 Quranlc ResearChes

e Faculty of Theology §
http://homepage:jgst@ut.ac.ir and Tradltlon and Islamic Studies " &

University of Tehran ﬁ
la

The Inimitability of Revealed Scriptures in Light of a Reconsideration
of Qur’anic Challenge (Tahaddi)
Gholam Ali Jazini' "

1. PhD, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Scienceses, Farabi Campus, University of Tehran, Qom,
Iran. Email: a.jazini(@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

This study aims to reconsider the concept of tahaddt and to examine the possibility of extending
it to pre-Qur’anic revealed scriptures, particularly the Torah and the original Gospel. Prevailing
theological theories have generally denied the inimitability (ijaz) of these scriptures on the
grounds that they lack an explicit form of tahaddi. In contrast, the present study advances an
alternative perspective grounded in a Qur’anic—theological approach, employing a descriptive—
analytical method to propose a novel model of tahaddi. This model encompasses not only the
conventional “verbal challenge”, but also a largely neglected form, namely “contextual/situational
challenge”. An analysis of the prophetic career of Prophet Miisa and the process of the revelation
of the Torah indicates that a constellation of historical conditions, public disputations, and
extraordinary events effectively fulfilled the function of tahaddi. A comparative examination of
the challenge-verses in the Qur’an further reveals that the criteria of tahaddi—such as the
“negation of human comparability” and “freedom from contradiction” —are not exclusive to the
Qur’an, but in some instances are explicitly or implicitly extended to other revealed scriptures.
Examples include verse 49 of Siirat al-Qasas, which challenges the polytheists to produce a book
more guiding than the Torah, and verse 82 of Sirat al-Nisa’, which presents consistency as a
criterion for the divine origin of any revealed text. The findings of this study demonstrate that
recognizing tahaddi at both the verbal and contextual levels provides a framework for addressing
the objections of its critics. Moreover, the presence of tahaddi-related evidence in the Qur’an with
respect to the Torah and the Gospel may serve as a basis for reconstructing a theory of the
inimitability of these scriptures.
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