Print ISSN: 2008-9430 .
online ISSN: 2588-4956 Quranlc ResearChes

e Faculty of Theology §
http://homepage:jgst@ut.ac.ir and Tradltlon and Islamic Studies " &

University of Tehran ﬁ
la

A Critical Evaluation of the Evidences and Foundations of
Chronological Exegesis (tafsir tanzili) of the Qur’an and Its
Methodological Status

Ruhollah Mohammadi!'"

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Qur’anic Sciences,
University of Qur’anic Sciences and Education, Shahrood, Iran. Email: r.mohammadi(@quran.ac.ir

Abstract

Chronological exegesis (tafstr tanzili), as an emerging approach in Qur’anic studies, seeks to
reconstruct the context of revelation and uncover the gradual process of moral and legal
formation. In recent decades, this approach has attracted increasing attention among Qur’an
scholars. The present study, employing a descriptive—analytical method, aims to explicate and
critically assess the rational and transmitted evidences, as well as the methodological foundations,
of this interpretive approach. The findings indicate that the principal arguments advanced by
proponents include reference to the codex of Imam ‘All (mushaf al-Imam °‘Ali), narrations
suggesting the absence of prohibition, the ijtihad-based arrangement of the current mushaf, and
its conformity with the prophetic mode of proclamation (sirah tablighiyyah). Additionally, several
foundational assumptions are invoked, including the guidance-oriented nature of the Qur’an,
reliance on the Qur’an in its own interpretation, the gradual nature of revelation, the interweaving
of verses within stirahs, coherence between verses and stirahs, the absence of contradiction, and
the coherence of consecutively revealed siirahs. A critical evaluation of these evidences and
foundations reveals that, despite the advantages of this method in reconstructing the context of
revelation and understanding the gradual development of legislation, the claim of its exclusivity
or absolute priority faces serious historical, methodological, and textual challenges. Accordingly,
this approach cannot independently provide a comprehensive interpretation of the Qur’an and
should instead be employed as a complementary method alongside others, particularly sequential
and thematic exegesis.
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