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Abstract

Explaining the Quranic stories (qasas al-Qur'an) and demonstrating their epistemological
objectives is counted among the principal duties of the Quranic exegetes. Accordingly, a portion
of exegetes’ reflections on Quranic narratives has been conducted. However, a study of exegetical
works reveals that early exegetes sometimes move beyond the apparent meanings (zahir) of the
verses concerning stories, and, by relying on narrations or historical reports, endeavor to explain
dimensions and layers that are not explicitly presented in the text of the Holy Quran. For example,
the Quran, in numerous verses, alludes to the she-camel of Prophet Salih (as) using expressions
such as “ayah” (sign), “bayyinah” (clear evidence), and “fitnah” (trial). Nonetheless, it neither
explains the details surrounding the emergence of the she-camel nor its characteristics and the
rationale for its being considered a miracle, which has given rise to various ambiguities regarding
it. Consequently, the exegetes have spoken in a dispersed manner when explaining these features
and responding to related questions, and have strayed from focusing on the guiding aspect of this
story. This article aims, through a study of exegetical works and reviewing the views presented,
to clarify the evidentiary basis of their interpretations, thereby establishing their adherence to
interpretive sources and indications. The results indicate that although the exegetes have drawn
on Quranic verses, narrations, earlier exegetical works, and historical reports collectively in
interpreting the verses related to the she-camel of Salih (as), most of the views expressed lack a
solid exegetical foundation.
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