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Abstract

Offensive Jihad (jihad ibtida’1) constitutes one of the significant rulings within Islamic
jurisprudence and has continuously been subject to diverse discussions and interpretations. This
study employs a historical, social, and exegetical approach to examine the rational foundations of
offensive jihad within the customary (‘urf) life of pre-Islamic Arabs, and analyzes how these
principles reverberate in the Noble Quran. The findings reveal that the concept of offensive jihad
is not merely a devotional ruling, but a deeply rooted phenomenon within the social, political, and
cultural structures of pre-Islamic Arab societies. The social system of that era was founded upon
the notion of "wila’", which denoted tribal allegiance, with warfare being perceived as an
instrument for survival and the expansion of tribal power. Islam, through reforming this concept,
transformed wila’ from a tribal affiliation into a bond of faith and monotheism, and positioned
offensive jihad as a means to achieve justice and the spread of monotheism. Examination of the
Quranic verses demonstrates that, while the Quran accepts the logic of power prevalent in that
society, it redefines it within an ethical and divine framework. This research underscores the
necessity of a comparative study of religious rulings within their historical and social contexts and
recommends that the divine ruling of offensive jihad be understood within a rational framework,
so that erroneous interpretations of this divine obligation do not result in flawed deductions and
the deactivation of this social institution of Islam.
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