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Abstract

Since the evaluation and analysis of fabrication-recognition rules require enumeration,
classification, determination of their application rate, and ultimately the selection of the most
reliable principles, the present study—using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library
sources—undertakes a critical study of such rules in the Narrations of the Storytellers (Ahadith
al-Qussas). Its aim is to extract and organize the principles applied by Ibn Taymiyya for
identifying fabricated hadith and to assess their accuracy and effectiveness. Although the
systematization of these rules is challenging because of his scattered comments about various
narrations, the findings demonstrate that Ibn Taymiyya employed several criteria for detecting
fabrications. These include comparison with the Quran, comparison with the Prophetic Tradition
(Sunnah), contradiction with reason (‘aql), reliance on the consensus of the scholars (ijma‘) and
their unanimous agreement (ittifaq ahl al-‘ilm), the principle of “it has no basis” (12 asl lahii), and
contradiction with historical fact. The study shows that Ibn Taymiyya often refrained from
presenting detailed arguments and instead contented himself with general assertions or superficial
appearances, which were largely based on his own interpretations. In applying the Quran-
comparison principle, his approach lacked comprehensiveness and precision. The principle of “it
has no basis” contains prejudgments and sectarian biases that conflict with the scientific principles
of hadith criticism. Similarly, the principle of “consensus of the scholars” proves deficient, as Ibn
Taymiyya limited its scope to a particular group of earlier scholars who concurred with his views,
thereby undermining its universality and scholarly validity. Thus, notwithstanding Ibn
Taymiyya’s prominence in the field of hadith studies, some of his fabrication-recognition rules in
this domain remain in need of careful re-examination and serious scholarly critique.
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