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Abstract

Exegetes' approaches to narrations of asbab al-nuziil (occasions of revelation) can be categorized
into three methodologies: explanatory, analytical, and historical. In the contemporary era,
coinciding with the prevalence of the method of interpreting the Qur'an by the Qur'an itself, a
distinct approach toward asbab al-nuziil narrations has emerged, which we term the analytical
approach. Proponents of this approach have established criteria for evaluating the chain of
transmission (sanad) and the text (matn) of narrations, thereby systematizing the use of asbab al-
nuztl narrations in tafsir. Concurrently, there has arisen a notion that asbab al-nuzul narrations
hold no functional role in these interpretations. The authors, through studying such tafsir works,
have arrived at conclusions opposing this notion and regard it as untenable. Based on the
conducted studies, asbab al-nuziil narrations in al-Mizan (and other tafsir works) can be divided
into three categories: 1) narrations with direct functional role, 2) narrations with indirect functional
role, and 3) narrations without functional role. This research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, aims to demonstrate the efficacy of asbab al-nuzil narrations in Qur'anic interpretations
by the Quran, showing that certain verses have been wholly interpreted relying on these
narrations. Concrete examples from al-Mizan, as a pioneer of this approach, have been selected.
The findings confirm the functional effectiveness of asbab al-nuziil narrations in this tafsir.
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