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Abstract

The chronological order of revelation (tartib al-nuzul) is among the most fundamental and
significant data points for historical dating, yet there is no consensus regarding the content and
authenticity of its transmitted reports (ahadith). This study, through an extensive survey of
classical sources containing transmitted lists and a detailed comparison of both published and
manuscript versions accessible from single sources, seeks to comprehensively and accurately
gather and categorize traditions regarding the sequence of revelation. Subsequently, it examines
the relationships among these chronological lists, investigates clues for their convergence and
divergence, and evaluates the authenticity of the reports using hadith criticism criteria, uncovering
the influence of personal judgment (ijtihad) and editorial intervention in the transmitted lists. The
findings indicate that the compilation, editing, and initial dissemination of these lists were
accomplished by three principal figures: ‘Ata’-1 Khorasani, Muhammad b. Sa’ib al-Kalbi, and
Husayn b. Waqid Marwazi, who respectively compiled and disseminated the lists attributed to
‘Ata’, Abi Salih via Ibn ‘Abbas, and ‘Tkrimah—Hasan Basr1. The striking similarity among these
three lists attests to their shared origins and roots. Nonetheless, the attribution of any of these
transmitted reports to Imam ‘Al or Ibn ‘Abbas cannot be confirmed; however, the general
structure of these lists is grounded in records, transmissions, and the historical memory of
individuals close to the period of revelation. Following the initial dissemination of these lists, both
intentional alterations and inadvertent scribal errors further contributed to their inconsistency.
While the initial formation of the transmitted lists was based on historical reality, both the
instances of disagreement and consensus among these lists should be critically examined on a
case-by-case basis.
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