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Abstract

Belief in the harmful effect of a glance inspired by astonishment or envy, commonly referred to
as the "evil eye", is a widespread phenomenon across various human societies. Nevertheless,
some have long regarded this belief as superstitious. Muslim scholars, by relying upon transmitted
reports (ahadith), have considered it an authentic doctrine; however, the narrations in this field
have never been the subject of an independent scholarly study. Numerous narrations regarding
the legitimacy of the evil eye and methods for confronting it are recorded in the sources of both
religious denominations. One of the foundational expressions in these narrations is the phrase "al-
‘ayn haqq" (al-‘ayn haqq). This article, using a descriptive-analytical method, attempts to trace
such narrations, critically evaluate their texts and chains of transmission (isnad), and determine
their level of reliability. According to the findings of this research, the expression "al-‘ayn haqq"
appears primarily and predominantly in Sunni sources, from which it gradually entered Shiite
compilations. The primary Sunni sources have documented these narrations, and they have been
accepted by Sunni scholars. Of the thirteen narrations reported on this topic, four are transmitted
via Abii Hurayrah, two are attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas, and two are attributed to ‘A’ishah.
Nevertheless, a critical evaluation of the chains of transmission reveals that the majority of these
narrations are weak in terms of isnad, and only one narration can be regarded as credible, provided
the Sunni standards of authentication (tawthiqgat) are accepted.
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