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Abstract

The translation of the Quran into various languages has always been a significant and sensitive
matter among Muslims, giving rise to a multitude of scholarly discussions throughout history.
Translators frequently encounter diverse challenges, one of which is accurately rendering words
that may initially appear synonymous but, in reality, possess subtle or substantial semantic
differences. A prime example concerns the Quranic vocabulary related to clouds—namely,
“Sahab”, “Ghamam”, “Muzn”, and “Mu‘sirat”. This study seeks, through a descriptive-analytical
method and employing authoritative literary and exegetical sources, to elucidate the semantic
distinctions among these terms. Subsequently, it critically examines prevalent Persian translations
of the Holy Quran regarding these terms. The findings suggest that translators have sometimes
acted with a lack of rigor or careful scholarship, failing to provide accurate or semantically
appropriate equivalents. A thorough review of reputable lexical and exegetical works, along with
an investigation of these terms in various Persian translations, leads to the following
recommendations for more precise equivalents: “moving cloud masses” for “Sahab”,
“overshadowing clouds” for “Ghamam”, “‘white rain-bearing clouds” for “Muzn”, and “abundant
clouds heavy with rain” for “Mu‘sirat”.
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