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Abstract

The term ‘ilm (knowledge) appears 74 times in the Quran as a verbal noun (masdar).
Despite its frequency, many exegetes either omit its definition, provide contextually
inconsistent meanings, or offer divergent interpretations for structurally similar usages. In
numerous cases, they merely cite its lexical or conventional meaning—*“knowledge”—
without deeper analysis. Given the critical role of semantic precision in understanding
Quranic objectives and the growing influence of linguistic methodologies in contemporary
Quranic studies, this research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and library-based
data collection to examine the semantics of ‘ilm through syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relations. Findings indicate that nearly 90% of the term’s Quranic usages denote any form
of divinely sourced knowledge, cognition, or awareness, while only 10% align with its
lexical meaning. Analysis of its relations with co-occurring terms reveals that, from the
Quranic perspective, only definitive, certain knowledge (‘ilm yaqgini)—rooted in God’s
omniscience and transmitted through revelation (wahy) and celestial scriptures (e.g., Torah,
Gospel, Quran) to the prophets and then other humans—qualifies as true ‘ilm. This Quranic
term primarily references the Preserved Tablet (al-lawh al-mahfuz), divine knowledge
(“ilm ilaht), revelation, and revealed books, including Torah, Gosple, and the Quran.
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